
 

 

 

 

 
Date:    9-17-20 

To:       KNPS Parents 

From:   Jerrod Wheeler 

Re:       Positive COVID-19 Case 9-17-20 

Dear Parents: 

As shared in previous communications, the district is committed to sharing open and timely communication, 

including developments related to COVID-19. 

This afternoon, the district was notified that a student at Knob Noster High School has tested positive for 

COVID-19.  As a reminder, the identity of the individual will not be released due to privacy rights. 

Per our COVID-19 Return to School and Response Plan, the district immediately initiated our response 

protocols to identify any student or staff member who qualifies as a Close Contact.  All employees and all 

parents of students who are identified as close contacts are immediately notified and quarantined. The district 

follows the CDC definition for Close Contact, which is defined as any individual who was within six (6) feet or 

less for fifteen (15) minutes or more, with or without a face covering. 

This is the district’s fourth known positive case within our schools since our return to school and represents our 

second student case.  With the recent shift from a face covering mandate to a face covering advisory by Johnson 

County Health Department, we have seen a significant decline in the use of face coverings.  The district 

continues to strongly encourage our students and parents to utilize face coverings.  This is one very simple way 

to significantly reduce the spread of the COVID-19 disease. 

At present, Knob Noster Public Schools has fared FAR better than many of our surrounding districts.  However, 

with the sharp decline in face covering use by students, we are adding significant risk to this success.  I 

encourage you to reconsider the importance of face coverings. 

Our school nurses continue to aggressively monitor and respond to all known issues of illness within our 

schools.  Students and employees are doing a fantastic job of immediately reporting symptoms as they arise to 

help ensure we respond swiftly and appropriately.  We want to again remind all individuals to stay home if you 

are ill or if you are displaying signs of illness that may be related to COVID-19. 

Should you have any questions or feedback, please feel free to contact me at 660-563-3186 or via email 

at jwheeler@knr8.net. 

As always, we thank you for your partnership, collaboration, and communication as we move forward during 

this time. 

Very Respectfully, 

  

Jerrod Wheeler 
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